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INTRODUCTION

favour. There were already two Dutchmen resident in his
capital, left there by Houtman on his recent visit; also a Portu-
guese envoy from Malacca, presumably sent to watch the moves
of other European powers. The arrival of Lancaster's fleet
was followed by that of a Dutch pinnace,1 which had strayed

from the squadron of Joris van Speilbergen: of a French vessel,
the Croissant, whose consort, the Corbin, had been wrecked on
the Maldives: and finally of Speilbergen himself, with his re-
maining two ships. To his English visitors the king was especi-
ally kind, and he and Lancaster were soon on the best of terms.
1 The Lam. This Lancaster promptly bought, as it was of a handy size
for port-to-port traffic in the East.